
Of cells and embryos: 
#NotInTheGenes

Thinking about the fundamentals of animal development, Alan Turing famously stated that the
description of a biological system consists of two parts: a mechanical and a chemical. He added that
their interdependence creates a challenge for understanding and that, for practical reasons, one might
want to treat them as separate objects of studies. Over the last forty years developmental biology has
focused on the role that genes (the chemical) play in development. However, a complete
understanding requires to include the mechanical element, a component that is #NotInTheGenes.
Over the last few years, a number of studies with a focus on cells, rather than genes, have begun to
delve into this aspect of development.

This symposium will explore animal development from the perspective of the contribution of cellular
ensembles to animal development and, in particular, to the shaping of animal embryos.

Organized by the Stembryo lab and sponsored by MiniEmbryoBlueprint ERC project and the UPF.
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